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SUBJ: PREMIER'S FIRST NATIONWIDE TV PRESS CONFERENCE 

REE: MADRID 289 

SUMMARY: PREMIER ARIAS NAVARRO, IN TELEVISED PRESS CONFERENCE 
FEB 25 (FBIS NUMBER 270255), TOLD VIEWERS THAT HE WAS CONFIDENTLY 
CARRYING OUT HIS DUTIES AND POLICY DESIGNED TO BRING SPAIN'S POL- 
ITICAL STRUCTURE UP-TO DATE WITH ITS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
STRUCTURE. GOS WAS COMMITTED TO GRADUAL TRANSFORMATION EVEN IF IT 
MEANT MODIEICATION OE EUNDAMENTAL LAWS AND MOVEMENTS'S BASIC 
PRINCIPLES WHICH WERE PEREECTABLE BUT NOT SUBJECT NEWCONSTITUTIONAL 
REEORM. UNDERLYING THEME WAS THAT CHANGE MUST BE WITHIN SYSTEM. 
GOVT WOULD REMAIN NEUTRAL WITH RESPECT TO POLITICAL ASSOCIATIONS: 

ALL POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES, INCLUDING "NON-SUBVERSIVE LEFT", WERE 
ACCEPTABLE WITH EXCEPTION OF "COMMUNISM AND SEPARATISM" AS LONG AS 
THEY ACKNOWLEDGED BASIC LAWS. ARIAS SAID GOVT WOULD PRESERVE ORDER 
AT ANY COST AND PUT DOWN SUBVERSION FROM ANY SOURCE WHETHER 
FROM LABOR, UNIVERSITIES, OR SEPARATISM. HE DESCRIBED ECONOMIC 
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SITUATION AS BAD AND NOT PROMISING. HE CONEIRMED RUMORS THAT 
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LABOR MINISTER HAD RESIGNED BUT SUGGESTED THAT IT WAS NOT A MAJOR 
POLITICAL CRISIS BUT RATHER REELECTION OE CONTINUING LOYAL 
DISCUSSIONS WITHIN GOVT. ARIAS APPEALED TO "SILENT MAJORITY" 

TO PARTICIPATE IN PUBLIC AFEAIRS AND SAID HE TOO WOULD BE 
CONTINUOUSLY IN CONTACT WITH POPULATION THROUGH MEDIA. IN 
EMBASSY VIEW, ARIAS PERFORMED WELL, APPEARING AS CONEIDENT LEADER 
IN CONTROL INTERNAL DEVELOPMENT, BUT HE OEFERED NO NEW INITIATIVES 
IN LIBERALIZATION PROGRAM. END SUMMARY. 

1. PREMIER ARIAS NAVARRO HELD HIS EIRST TELEVISED PRESS CONEERENCE 
WITH GROUP OF LEADING EDITORS OE SPANISH NEWSPAPERS, INCLUDING AT 
LEAST TWO INDEPENDENT NEWSPAPERS, EEB 26. IT WAS HIS THIRD CONTACT 
WITH PRESS IN NEW YEAR AND HIS SECOND TV APPEARANCE SINCE DEC 2, 73 
(REFTEL). QUESTIONS RAISED IN PRESS CONFERENCE HAD BEEN OBVIOUSLY 
STUDIED IN ADVANCE AND SHOW WAS TAPED. HOWEVER, ARIAS HIMSELF 
ALWAYS REPLIED TO QUESTIONS EXTEMPORANEOUSLY AND GAVE IMPRESSION OE 
BEING SURE OE HIMSELF, HIS MATERIAL, AND HIS MASTERY OE CLEAR 
LANGUAGE. 

2. ASKED IN BEGINNING ABOUT RUMORS SUGGESTING THAT HE HIMSLEF HAD 
BECOME TIRED, DISULLUSIONED, AND EED UP WITH PROBLEMS OE GOVERNING 
SPAIN, ARIAS REPLIED THAT LIKE ANY MAN THERE WERE TIMES WHEN HE 
EELT EXHAUSTED AND HARASSED BUT NEVER HAD HE LOST CONEIDENCE IN THE 
EUTURE OR IN HIS ABILITY TO STAY ON TOP OF SITUATION. ARIAS SAID 

THAT HE WAS CONSTANTLY INSPIRED BY EXAMPLE OF FRANCO WHO, DESPITE 
HIS AGE, WAS STILL WORKING TIRELESSLY FOR SPAIN. HE ACKNOWLEDGED 
THAT HE WAS SOMETIMES DISTURBED BY PRESS RUMORS BUT EELT PRESS HAD 
MAJOR RESPONSIBILITY OP INPORMING PEOPLE AND HE INTENDED TO STAY IN 
CONTACT WITH PRESS AS HE HAD DONE EARLIER AS MADRID MAYOR. IN 
DISCUSSING "RUMORS ABOUT HIS OWN STATE OF MIND AND POSSIBILITY OF 
RESIGNATION OP LABOR MINISTER, ARIAS SAID RUMORS WERE A NATURAL 
PHENOMENON AND PRESS AND LEADERS HAD TO DEAL WITH THEM AS THEY CAME 
ALONG. HE THEN ACKNOWLEDGED THAT MIN OP LABOR HAD ALREADY PREVIOUSLY 
INDICATED DESIRE TO LEAVE OPFICE IN SUMMER 1974 AND THAT HE HAD 
PINALLY ACCEPTED HIS RESIGNATION. 

3. ARIAS TOOK ADVANTAGE OP ONE QUESTION ABOUT HIS POLICIES TO STATE 
THAT HE HAD MADE MAJOR DECISION IN JAN 74, POLLOWING PREMIER CARR- 
ERO BLANCO'S ASSASSINATION, TO SET HIS OWN COURSE AND NOT POLLOW HIS 
PRECEDESSOR'S STYLE OR POLICIES. HE WAS CONCERNED TO INSURE THAT 
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SPAIN'S POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT WAS RESPONSIVE TO PRESENT NEEDS 
ARISING FROM ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT. HE DESCRIBED MOVE- 
MENT'S PRINCIPLES AND POLITICAL STRUCTURE AS "PERPECTABLE". HE WAS 
COMMITTED TO EVOLUTION OP BOTH REGIME AND PRINCIPLES CONSISTENT 
WITH BASIC THRUST AND RESPECT POR CONTINUITY OP GOVT SET UP BY 
PRANCO. WHAT WAS IMPORTANT, HE SAID, WAS TO CONTINUE"PEACE OP PRANCO 
WHILE MAKING ADJUSTMENTS REQUIRED BY NEW CIRCUMSTANCES AND SPAIN'S 
NEW CONFIGURATION". REFERRING TO RUMORS AND DISCUSSION OP 
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POSSIBILITY OF MAJOR CONSTITUTIONAL REFORM, ARIAS SAID THIS WOULD 
NOT BE CONSISTENT WITH MAINTENANCE OE ORDERLY CHANGE AND INTERNAL 
REFORM AND THEREFORE HE OPPOSED A NEW CONSTITUTIONAL PROCESS. ARIAS 
ALLUDED TO ATTACKS ON HIM BY ' INQUISITORS OE ORTHODOXY " WHO CALLED 
HIM A "DEVIATIONIST" AND DISMISSED THESE ATTACKS AS EMANATING 
EROM "MINORITY 

4. TURNING TO ISSUE OF POLITICAL ASSOCIATIONS, ARIAS SAID IT WOULD 
NOT BE EEASIBLE TO LEGISLATE NEUTRALITY OE GOVT AND NATIONAL MOVE- 
MENT WITH RESPECT TO ASSOCIATIONS AS DESIRED BY SOME QUARTERS. HE 
PLEDGED THAT GOVT WOULD MAINTAIN NEUTRALITY, HOWEVER, AND SAID THERE 
WAS SUEFICIENT RECOURSE EOR POLITICAL ASSOCIATIONS TO COMPLAIN 
IMPROPER INTERVENTION BY GOVT OEFICIALS. IN ABSENCE OE POLITICAL 
ASSOCIATIONS HERETOFORE, HE SAID, IT OBVIOUSLY WAS NECESSARY THAT 
SOME GOVT OEEICIALS TAKE AN INTEREST IN JOINING ASSOCIATIONS AND 
SUPPORT THEM IF PROGRAM WAS TO GET OEF THE GROUND. ASKED ABOUT SCOPE 
OE POLITICAL IDEAS WHICH COULD BE BROUGHT INTO FOCUS BY POLITICAL 
ASSOCIATIONS, ARIAS SAID EVERYTHING WAS POSSIBLE PROVIDING BASIC 

LAWS WERE RESPECTED AND THAT THERE WAS "NO COMMUNISM AND NO 
SEPARATISM". THIS INCLUDED PARTICIPATION BY "NON-SUBERSIVE LEET". 

HE PROMISED THAT GOVT WOULD ADOPT PROCEDURES TO INSURE THAT POL- 
ITICAL ASSOCIATIONS FORMED IN COMING MONTHS WOULD BE ABLE TO TAKE 
PART IN ELECTIONS TO CORTES SHCEDULED IN NOV 75. HE DID NOT 
ANTICIPATE A NEED EOR POSTPONEMENT OF ELECTIONS. 

5. ASKED ABOUT SUBVERSION IN VARIOUS EORMS, ARIAS SAID GOVT WOULD 
BE EIRM, DECISIVE, AND EFEECTIVE IN SURPRESSING SUBVERSION OE ANY 
TYPE FROM ANY QUARTER. HE SAID AGITATORS WERE PROMOTING SUBVERSION 
IN UNIVERSITIES, AMONG LABOR, AND IN SOME REGIONAL GROUPS BUT GOVT 
HAD POWER AND WILL TO INSURE PUBLIC ORDER. HE ACKNOWLEDGED EXIST- 
ENCE OF CONSIDERABLE PROBLEMS WHICH NEEDED TO BE RESOLVED WITHIN 
UNIVERSITIES, SAYING THAT EXTREMIST AGITATORS WERE TAKING ADVANTAGE 
OE THESE ISSUES TO UPSET ACADEMIC AND CAMPUS ORDER. HE REITERATED 
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HIS PLEDGE TO INSURE ORDERLY STUDIES AT UNIVERSITIES AND GOVT 
COMMITMENT TO TACKLE AND RESOLVE PROBLEMS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

6. ASKED ABOUT POSSIBILITY EOR CREATION OE REGIONS LARGER IN SCOPE 
THAN EXISTING PROVINCIAL SYSTEM, ARIAS REPLIED THAT SPANISH POLIT- 
CAL ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE HAD ALREADY INVOLVED MANY SUPRAPROV- 
INCIAL CHANGES AND CITED EXAMPLES OF VARIOUS MILITARY REGIONS, 
UNIVERSITY REGIONS, AND SUBPROVINCIAL DIVISIONS IN COUNTIES AS 
EVIDENCE OE CENTRAL GOVT'S WILLINGNESS TO CONSIDER FOR SPECIFIC 

ENDS ADJUSTMENTS IN PROVINCIAL STRUCTURE. 

7. AT END OE PRESS CONEERENCE ARIAS APPEALED TO "SILENT MAJORITY" 

TO TAKE ACTIVE INTEREST IN PUBLIC LITE AND PROVIDE PUBLIC SUPPORT 
NECESSARY EOR WORK TO BE ACCOMPLISHED BY EUTURE KING JUAN CARLOS. 
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8. COMMENT: ARIAS MADE EXCELLENT IMPRESSION IN TV APPEARANCE, 
CONTRASTING SHARPLY WITH SOMEWHAT MOURNEUL APPEARANCE DEC 2, 74 TV 
SPEECH ANNOUNCING DECISION ABOUT STATUTE OE POLITICAL ASSOCIATIONS. 
CONTRARY TO EARLIER APPEARANCES, THIS TIME ARIAS REFUSED SELE- 
CONEIDENCE AND OPTIMISM ABOUT CONDUCTING HIS OWN POLICIES AND DETER- 
MINATION AND WILL TO FOLLOW THROUGH WITH DECISIONS. HE GAVE IMPRESS- 
ION THAT HE INTENDED TO STAY ON JOB AND TO FULFILL HIS COMMITMENTS 
TO CARRY OUT PROGRAM ANNOUNCED EEB 12, 74. HE DISPLAYED PARTICULAR 
EIRMNESS ON QUESTIONS OE PUBLIC ORDER BUT OEEERED NO IMPORTANT NEW 
INITIATIVES ON LIBERALIZATION ALTHOUGH HE PAID HOMAGE TO ERANCO, 

IT WAS IN TERMS WHICH DID NOT BELITTLE HIS OWN SELF-ASSURANCE BUT 
RATHER AS TRIBUTE TO ELDER STATESMAN WHO WAS CONSIDERED AS 
INSPIRATION AND SYMBOL EOR NEXT GENERATION. CHURCH, MILITARY, AND 
EOREIGN AEEAIRS ISSUES WERE NOT DISCUSSED, ALTHOUGH MODERATOR, 
MANUEL AZNAR, SPAIN'S MOST EMINENT JOURNALIST AND EORMER AMB TO UN 
AND MIN TO WASHINGTON, SAID HE ANTICIPATED FUTURE PRESS CONEERENCE 
IN WHICH THESE SUBJECTS WOULD BE RAISED. ARIAS LEFT NO DOUBT IN 
MINDS OF VIEWERS OE HIS DETERMINATION TO PRESERVE PUBLIC ORDER 
BY USING ALL THE MEANS AT HIS DISPOSAL. 
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